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F-15EXs visit Kadena for training and familiarization

KADENA AIR BASE, Japan -- Two F-15EX Eagle II aircraft from the 85th Test and Evaluation
Squadron at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., arrived at Kadena Air Base on July 12 to conduct
integration and familiarization training with local units.

This short-term visit marks a key milestone in the Department of Defense’s ongoing effort to
modernize U.S. airpower in the region and deter against evolving threats. It also prepares Kadena
personnel for the arrival and future sustainment of the F-15EX in Spring 2026.

“Bringing the F-15EX here gives our pilots and maintainers the chance to train in the
environment where they’ll operate it daily,” said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Nicholas Evans, 18th
Wing commander. “This visit ensures we can seamlessly integrate the aircraft into our mission
sets and maintain the airpower advantages needed in this region.”

In July 2024, the DoD, in close coordination with the Government of Japan, announced plans to
replace Kadena’s F-15C/D aircraft with 36 F-15EX aircraft. Outfitted with cutting-edge avionics,
advanced weapon systems, and expanded offensive and defensive capabilities, the F-15EX
ensures Kadena remains postured to address the dynamic security environment in the Indo-
Pacific region.

During the transition to the F-15EX, the U.S. Air Force will sustain a steady-state presence at
Kadena through a combination of fourth- and fifth-generation aircraft.

The 18th Wing remains steadfast in its mission to provide credible combat airpower to deter
regional aggression, assure allies and partners, and, if necessary, defend Japan.

For additional information, contact 18th Wing Public Affairs at 18wg.pamedia@us.af.mil.
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