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F-15EX, F-15E aircraft return to Kadena for training and familiarization

KADENA AIR BASE, Japan -- One F-15EX Eagle II and two F-15E Strike Eagle aircraft from
the 85th Test and Evaluation Squadron at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, arrived at Kadena Air
Base on June 29, 2026, to conduct training and familiarization with local units.

The test aircraft arrival supports the Department of War's effort to modernize U.S. airpower in
the Indo-Pacific and prepare Kadena personnel and the local community, for the F-15EX's
arrival. Airmen will gain experience operating alongside the Air Force's newest fighter aircraft
while strengthening integration across flying, maintenance, and support organizations during this
short-term visit

"Building familiarity with the aircraft now will help ensure a smooth transition as the Eagle II
becomes part of Kadena's long-term mission and strengthens combat readiness across the Indo-
Pacific," said Lt. Col. Casey Watts, commander of the 85th Test and Evaluation Squadron.

In July 2024, the Department of War announced plans to replace Kadena's F-15C/D aircraft with
F-15EX Eagle II aircraft. Equipped with advanced avionics and enhanced combat capabilities,
the F-15EX will strengthen Kadena's ability to meet evolving security challenges in the Indo-
Pacific

"The F-15EX represents the next chapter of airpower at Kadena," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen.
John Gallemore, 18th Wing commander. "Our Airmen have the opportunity to train with the
aircraft, build confidence in its capabilities and ensure we're ready to project lethality and
integrate into operations as we continue providing combat power in support of a free and open
Indo-Pacific."

The 18th Wing remains committed to deterring aggression, ensuring regional stability, and
defending Japan.

For additional information, contact 18th Wing Public Affairs at 18wg.pamedia@us.af.mil.
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