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18TH WING ASSISTS OKINAWA CITY WITH SWINE FEVER CONTAINMENT

KADENA AIR BASE, Japan - Okinawa Prefectural Government officials discovered Classical
Swine Fever virus in pigs in Okinawa City Jan. 10, 2020. The Mayor of Okinawa City, Sachio
Kuwae, took swift action to contain the spread of the virus, which included reaching out to the
18th Wing at Kadena Air Base for help.

The 18th Wing is cooperating with the Government of Japan, leveraging our strong alliance to
help Okinawa City officials prevent the further spread of this disease.

“Okinawa is our home, too, and we want to do everything we can to help our neighbors,” said
Brig. Gen. Joel L. Carey, 18th Wing commander. “I’m glad that Mayor Kuwae asked for our
help and that we were able to provide the assistance he needed.”

Unfortunately, Okinawa City is faced with having to cull more than 4,000 pigs, which the 18th
Wing will support by granting the city’s request to bury them in the Chibana area near Kadena
AB. Okinawa City and the 18th Wing together ensured compliance with all Japanese laws
regarding the proper handling of infected pigs. This location is in compliance with Japanese
regulations and U.S. recommendations to protect the health of all residents, animals and the
environment.

Note: The language of record for this press release is English. The Japanese translation is provided as a courtesy. For any discrepancies, the
English version should be used.
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