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UPDATE: Airman death following motor vehicle accident 
 
KADENA AIR BASE, Japan – On Thursday, 30 October, an Airman assigned to Kadena Air 
Base died after sustaining injuries from a vehicle accident that occurred on Friday, 17 October. 
 
The deceased has been identified as Staff Sgt. Gregory Peterson from the 733rd Air Mobility 
Squadron.  
 
“The passing of Staff Sgt. Gregory Peterson has left a void in our hearts,” said Lt. Col. Joshua 
Messer, 733rd AMS commander. “He was a treasured member of our team and was known for 
his positive attitude and technical expertise. We will cherish our memories of him and honor his 
legacy and service to this great nation.”  
 
“The loss of Staff Sgt. Peterson brought deep sorrow to all of us here at Team Kadena,” said 
Brig. Gen. John Gallemore, 18th Wing commander. “He was a dedicated Airman who served 
with unwavering pride and commitment. We extend our deepest condolences to his family, 
friends and those who had the privilege to serve with him.” 
 
Individuals impacted by this tragic loss are strongly encouraged to seek assistance from their unit 
leadership, base chaplains or medical professionals.   
 
The incident is currently under investigation.  
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